The patient, a child under one year of age, had, six weeks prior to coming under observation, a slight discharge from the ear, which ceased in a few days. The ear was not seen by a physician at that time, as the condition subsided, and the patient took no further note of it. A few days before I was called to see the child there had appeared a marked swelling behind the' ear.
one of sarcoma, in which no attempt should be made to remove it other than to curette out roughly such portions as would temporarily relieve pressure. This was done. No attempt Was made to create a meatal flap. The wound was sutured almost completely, only a small opening being left for the insertion of a wick for drainage.
The laboratory reported the tumor to be a round cell sarcoma, and an unfavorable prognosis was given. At the expiration of ten days the local condition of the wound was suspiciously good. About this time I received a report from Dr. Jonathan Wright, in charge of the hospital laboratory, to the effect that upon personally examining a number of sections of the tumor it was his opinion that the tumor was not sarcoma but was composed of granulation tissue only.
The recovery of the case was exceedingly rapid. There was little discharge from the cavity at any time, and the wound would probably have healed by primary union had it been completely closed. Two years later the child was seen again, in perfect health, though there was an atresia of the membraneous meatus.
